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COORDINATED INVESTIGATION MICRONESIAN ANTHROPOLOGY 


operates with financial assistance from 
Contract N7-onr-291, Task Order 
between 


THE OFFICE NAVAL RESEARCH 
and 


THE NATIONAL ACADEMY SCIENCES 


CIMA field work conducted Guam and islands 
the Trust Territory Micronesia (1947-49) with trans- 
portation and facilities contributed the Navy Depart- 
ment. Studies anthropology well human and 
economic geography were carried out cooperation with 
universities, museums, and research institutions under 
this project the Pacific Science Board the National 
Research Council, aided financial assistance from the 
Viking Fund and other private sources. 
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Round Activity 
and about before one who sleeps after dawn 
and frequently also gather rocts for day's food 
specific plots within the iarge pit and sach slementery family 
care for their own taro and not ordinarily 
assisted other members the one's 
and sone outside tho open ito bast 
£ 4@ t lew & Aacw 
the sun has risen. 
the cay's cooking. the roots are ome the 
everyone the family pours over from 
cold food left over from the day 
mren 
service every day the week the 
are additional services the afternoon for the mombers 


the Christian Sundays tnere church 
two for the general and two for the members Christian 
exclusively. 


After church, the women the paneyney sat avout the prepare 
tion food placed the ums which are now about enough 
depart the tasks the day which nvolve 


used. 
working the 


any given day men ane 
Or another Cy pe coocperati € 40 re &roul 10 Pre rely Ee 


& 


done previously their paneyney creating 
blization. 

The women themselves with various aske, one 
which almost every day washing. are washed 
them bucket, them plenk, rubbing then with 
soap and then beating them with wooden club tweive inches 
reaches crescendo the sarly morning, the poundirg 
women washing clothes 

playing hopscotch other active games, while others jump off the 
docks for swim the lagoon. wes striking that children 
four ysars old swim fearlessiy water over their heads 
and that edults evince any concern for them. our 
the only child who had ever drowned Mokil was 
girl who was having contest with two boys ses who covld stay 


water the boy stayed under until the had 


counted 200. giri's turn came, the 
under until they had counted 200. giri was desd when they released 
his event happsned forty ago 
Another freedom children which looked dangerous but 
seen children tag over rough ground, one two them 
2 


seven years 
the husk off one 
and even cra 

having 

during our stay 


cons te 


ten o'clock the morning, the shildren 
off The three are natives 
have some reading knowledge but have very lit 
the spoken language. The school, which session 
two hours day, cays week, attempts teach rea 
and English, simple arithmetic and the geogr 
Unitsd States. children spend periods trying 
the names the states and their and similar 
information. Inasmuch the themselves are really unable 
the English language from their scnoo 
American songs especialiy patr 
the Stephen type. One 


= fad 
2 4 adi 4&1, & an 5% 
" 
UO 
pe AES 


when the learning sing "My Country Thee 
English. the tiny blackboard, the words the first 
verss were written thus: 

LANT LIPERTI 

SIN 

ANT WER MAI PATERS 

MAUNTIN 

PRETUM RIN 

While the children are school, the women their many 
household tasks while the men the 
working, home but more often out their 
Around noon when the children return from school, the men who are 
working distance elso come home and the 
who have noon meal. This meal, like breakfast, 
consists food cooked the day before. may even simpler and 
aplit open tne soft flesh can out and eaten 
The implement used for this usually bit the coconut hacked 
off with knife. makes vory sccop with curved edge 
with which the meat quickly off and gobbled. This substance, 

the main food for young children and invalids 

The men who gone off work one the 
islands not return home for one their 
coconut trees and gather one two green nuts They 
matter fact, stop work throughout the dey 
does party men the trouble preparing and cocking 
taro root eaten during day. 

the afternoon the women some work 
leading toward the production coconut some the 
handicraft which they make. children most free 
play about tho village. The young the family, however, 
must act nurse-maids for younger They, like their 
mothers, engage their pursuits while the babies about 
girl playing hopscotch some other game even swimning 

small child she too, permit their young 
crawl over them, sit their even while 
preparation food. 

various times during the day, but just after lunch 
and again the late afternoon supper ready, the men the 
village stroll about, each with his youngest child clasped 
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pecple including adults are usually from the waist 
up, babies thus spend 
Girect bodily with anger 
hot from the not whether such food 
the morning. are the regular 
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birds are caught with bird lime made from sap. 

They perch tall trees and stalked nishts with 

Turtles captured the sumer hey were 

formorly very plentiful about scarce tocay 
blame the scarcity the tra turtle 
spearing due the introduction the Japanese water 
which enable the fishernan clearly this 
contributing factor, also certainly true that the 
all the sea food that lives near the 

Porpoises visit the water surrounding the 

regarded delicacy. Swordfish also are captured 


during the winter months and are highiy 


Shell fish, small tridacna clams, are 

the reefs and coral heads. ore 
found, pried and made into chowde: Coconut crabs are 
occasionally work parties, but nad 
especially then. Expeditions out night with torches 

spear the large crayfish which are fairly numerous and 

regarded 

After supper has been eaten, the families enjoy 

groups about. Older people sit and talk 
neighbor ana relative. Ten p.m. the official hour when the 

the hour blowing curfew rsally veries con: 

siderably. curfew the signal for all children and 
adolescent and adults return own homes 
blowing the curfew siren was decided upon public mseting and 
older boys and Shortly after the curfew has sounded, the 
policeman mekes round the the village and 


then returns his own home for the night. anyone who has an. 
after curfew project assignation, simply waits 
has made his round before setting out. 


Economic 


The economy the exchange goods end services, 
based entirely the exchange work and gifts 
and hardly all prices and "Big previously 
indicated, ere perfomed almost exc various types inter- 


paneyney work groups. men one day for indivicual 
hese men their paneyneys, when they turn canoes. 
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paneyney lands and woven 
paneyney 


The money for 
few cases, the 
such cases, buy: 
among the constituent 
adult male amo 
other personal 


action the 


copra among the adult 
this 
largest share the 
paneyney 
his sons his younger 


coconut land owned 


earned women from their product 
belong then practice, howe 
over their who ordinar 
supplies for the But 
purchase cigarettes other itoms 

The exchange goods between 
The simplest ind mos% 
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respects 


control this part nesie, 
inter anc “straw for also watches over the 
meetings men which occur every month. such 
ings laws are concerning such taxation, 
domestic animals their becoming public nuisances, and 
when such the 
4 
also discus 


years age that one 

main taro pit ached after 

two three individual the 


seepage salt water 
the taro tha’ 


dual a 


The meeting dividuals 
groups who have grievance: Lend disputes between individuals 
the public meetings. one both want divorce, 
are concerned, divorce becomes valid 

and wife have stated public the: 
anxicus and when the other particin 


not cut and the contrary, 
reconcile the couple and instruct admonis 
proper behavior which marriage may saved 
are thus sometines continued over several months 
the attempt made public pressure and eling 
reconciliation. The Navy requires that 
the separating couple and elso the king such 


withheld the public meeting 
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The code also provi 
fail sentences for ven stiffer fines 
adultery. and rane which atortion 
rape 
we 
with any ay: 
LMI “sonnensu PANY CG 
~ 
iOKIiL Con rehension cove 20 C 
- 
Judicial 
carried out 
a UG 


jail 


2 


down 
fraction 
however, 
guilty any 
accused, some 
people 
people outside 
entences except 
supports the king. 


we 


W fined ¢ § and 
fined $10.00. 


4 


Qo 
Fine, $10.00. 


into argiment and 


a Fo hea rd ~~ aw bli ron DOtTN 81a 88 
4 ship LO SGIrve 79 An nrone* 4." 
fe 
VINE vO DE nN marriac woman tre 
3 
2 5 1. 2 


Eperim and Elena. The former entered the latter's hovss 
night after everyone was asleep attempt sex relations. womar 
refused him. The two unsil they awoke the the 

the argunent, telling the head family the 
head second had that wes keep the 
land dispute The heud the family said court 
hat Harry had garbled tement and 
argument. Fine, 

Anako, for “stealing” both the man and 
were fined ton dollars but the woman's complained, 

ing fight Ijau the paid the fine. Ijau 
fined $15.00 and Cined sent Anako 
Ijau, fined 

each. 
Ijau, Kusitape and Rabbis. going into late 
night when everyone presumably woman, Jailed 
three days each the 
Tora. bananas without permission from 
tree belonging cane king and confessed, 
claiming she had thought the trze father 
concluded that she was lying the her intent 
Fine $5.00. 

each. (According recently passed law Mekil, Cather 
illegitimate must elso take the his 
wishes those the mother. The reason for law that man 


with the prospect ownership can for the 
better than the woman 


Lanka. For his 
effort force the his who had back her 


old man again, woulc seversly punished $50,0C 


Jinio for his wife and her nother, Jinio was tending 
the baby and asked his wife tuke it. said was busy and 
that should hold whils beat her and his 
mother-in-law well when she attempted interfere. Fine $3.00. 


Ana the peace and resisting officer. 

Ana fought with her Jaulik over the question who would 

hold the baby. (Jaulik one the men who Little land his 
own but who married woman vith considerable land, reversal the 
usual economic roles the Ana, addition, physically 
stronger than her numerous occasions the past, she 

has beaten who recourse but the home and camp 
out until Ana decides take him back. Ana has reputation 


Ana 


© 
husbend with stick. the noise ettracted ths 
attempted ston the fight but Ana called him obscene names and 
chased him away. The policeman reported the but refused 


return and attempt arrest The 


attempted carry the king's order Ana. She, 
however, tine fine rage, took the clothes 

off end chas turn. then sent very strong 
man who her her before the king. 


530.00. 


spective father. king, thereupon, cal 
and Loren agreed marry 
the two wore nevertheless 


pandamis fruit from the land richest man one the 
secondary islands. fruit was missed when the owner sent his son 
fetch The learned that the three boys had been the 
and asked the missing fruit. not 
prosecute they denied the theft, 
the owner the incident the policeman. One the 
boys Fine each. 

Lorenj, for the pregnancy Loij. 
Fine each. was young man who was working 
the time Ponape. «hen her pregnancy was discovered, father 
took her the king whom she confessed that Loranj wes the 

the youth before him 
‘act 


Land disputes paneyneys are taxen the 
public meeting than before the king alone, the 
kinship claims, generations old,an the 
Ponape, the tine the authorities had 
not been adjudicating such cases the thas 
the near future the Naval 


individual land dispute involv 
mins whno 4a 4 n “4 man tney be ave Tne case 
isputants will ask putes cver 
deci ask the committe one hot} 
agreement efer this meth for themseives 
one which each imes reach comp: such 
of the two 3 33 i 39els he > tI eeniens e cs ae 
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Land disputes come be? 
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seize t 40 es a fu ey} iis ne 
may present itself 
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Politics the 
During the war nost 
nd torches used at ni ink ul ad ntain hee iG had an 
but local substitute ght for home 
more The lack 
sails 


supplies sail ting was revived 
Lem pecuus WS 26 awnni rel a 
complet all the line was also felt uch hooks 
years. tobacco and the smokers, lost 
The several 
during kileso were, 
le ta 568 ™ J arse 
pick up c opra _ ns ig 
+ é aN 4 
16 richest mai pn of t Or 
trad man the island Orca covering 
er. island who had had 
the king and 
his tine, was 
men the pome- 
record 
and $24 cover entire load 
- 1 aa Loa 
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the trin however, 


payment was for the and that there was surplu 


families supplied copra far excess 
merchancise from the Orca, 

This situation injected politics the trad 
between the United Company and which persisted 
throughout our stay who now one the 
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most 


mid-January 
United 
sharp trading 
Ponaps who 
are reputedly for thing 


the salaried appointment. 


United States sepa 


The reg 
pay 
losses ths stors anc 
public funds. 
during the nine months 

during this period. 
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Regardless 


profits from .the 


perhap 


the concept 


heve even less 


the store 
keep records and 


that should have 


think 
taken from him 
times with addition 
funds proved 
left 
Bentzen which incre 
the king conspired 
keep the profits 


have reorganizs 
not branch the 
would have 


the store and 


good repute but 
chosen store 


one 


stand against the 
them, but they 


The necessit 
for the 
reduced the emounts 
months. 
that just the period 
available for the irst 


the 
inextricably 
maintained that, 
accounts and also 
own possessio Ne 
merchandise, the 
over the distr 
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ranging from incompete 
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tions order finan 
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the honest and busi 
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Jouab, and the ware 
store instead accounting for ing 
simply cid not know how 
nence actually did tha 
ome money because when the store 
funds after his accountine store's 
far short the amount have teen. After 
occurred public meeting witnessed Mr. 
that Apajai, Jouab, end perhaps 
operate the store private and 
4 
paid immediately and that 
thievery. 
peration the man 
king end Jouab anc run the store 
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the station ship meds 
ouab, and the others their clique took 
the scarce items which were sold 


immediately. Thus the new was unable operete the store 


The council attempted the continuing domination 
store this clique. They tried unsuccessfully during stay 
the island take over the the eccounting 
and also the cash which Jouab clung grimly. was finelly decided 
that order protect the store's profits, the per would 
kept separately under the control the ten-man council. 
attempted many times explain various individuals and groups that 
merely segregating the store's funds two parts would not insure the 
operation loss. tried help the store establish some 
simplified accounting system would enable community 
intervals catch errors leaks. concepticn the 
profit system however, that, during one 
ever seemed ses the logic and necessity the 
complete control over the merchandise and making him persor 
responsible for the sale goods and the keeping Neither 
were the ever convinced merely ten per 
the cash would not protect the store's also found completely 
incomprehensible the idea that they would the ten per cent 
profit over year two they covld double the store's 
capitalization and able either purchase much from 
the U.S.C.C. pay back the subscribers who the 
keeper can found who all eleme the 
who can trained business-like job, and has 
prestige and spunk insist upon the all 
personally, the store will failure and the Mokil will lose 
the money they have invested. 
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Religion and Church Activities 

Mokil was Christianized the under onditions which will 
Honolulu branch the Boston Mission Society 
other denomination has ever proselyted The 
about the Catholic which has had mission Ponape since Spanish 
times. They not, however, seem aware there great 
many Protestant denominetions. All the island are 
Christians and there memory the sboriginal 
religious beliefs and 


reconstruction aboriginal relisious beliefs and practices. 
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young man who was trained 
not ordained minister. The father 
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the Mokilese the head their 
occasions 


policy. 
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for the church goers Wednesday 
still further 
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two Sunday, for the members the 

has numerous additional 
services differ consider ably 


men 


right they face the pit. The prestig 

the nearer one sits the pulpit. are commenced 

the singing two three hymns The well the New Testa- 

ment have been the Ponapean language which differs only 

The group singing followed very briof 
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also attempts, unsuccessfully, eliminate irregular sexual activities 
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are entirely outside the the Mokilese. They have never 
adequately trained religious nor the general indoctrination 
the history Western Civilization which would make some the 
Biblical literature the time Mokil was Christianized, 
the theology the missionaries was clearly the fire and brimstone 
type and the restrictions individual behavior were strictly Calvin- 
istic. Since this original Christian indoctrination Mokil, the 
island hes been isolated from the general liberalizing movement within 


Protestantism. 


The strictest personal behavior are required 
those who join the Christian Endeavor This organization 
especially strict its stand smoking, dancing, 
and irregular sex behavior. Some members Endeavor observe 
all these great constancy. great many members 
this however, smoke surreptitious and most, not 
activities. such transgressors are they are punished 
Christian Endeavor. This punishment may suspension 
membership for month more, reduction rank within the organization 


complete expulsion from it. 


According Mokil informants, the Endeavor movement 
was about lay individual who observed the 
movement the isiand during visit Today the 
Shristien Endeavor the only formal non- 


for 


the church itself. Its members consider 
the saved and most the accord them 


high prestige. The 
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only route for 
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fact and because 
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control over its members. dees not any means succeed 
ing the but probably considsrebly 
reduce their numbers. course, adds greatly the 
hypocrisy life well the guilt feelings the 
numbers members who transgress its rules secret, 


The power the Christion Endeavor and the repress ive 
Christien ideology which Mokil were constantly shown 
number ways during our stay the island. The most dramatic 
instance occurred connection with our 


revival aboriginal forms dancing. discovered that 
the middle-aged and old men still remembered the dences although 


none them had been performed during the past forty 

were interested such dances and recording them 
motion pictures. therefors exerted ourselves the 
revival. The people whom talked about this project 
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finally told thet the Endeavor was the revival. 
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